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Editorial:
Faithfulness in a Liminal Time

Welcome to the first issue of the Trinity Journal for Theology & Ministry.
Obviously it is a smidgen too early in its history to begin referring to this
little publication using epithets such as “august” or even “significant” or
“meaningful.” For now we simply hope that this new journal will prove
helpful as we at Trinity School for Ministry seek to contribute and facili-
tate some (hopefully) theologically mature reflection in the midst of what
anthropologists refer to as a liminal time.

Liminality is a state of being in which a community experiences the
shattering of norms and boundaries. It is a time of transition: the old has
passed – but the new has not yet come. Liminal time is anxious time be-
cause the community is not sure what is coming next. When the great
Nigerian novelist Chinua Achebe reflected on the liminal period in his
own culture’s history, a period in which traditional African communities
came into contact and conflict with the “modern” world of explorers,
colonialists, and missionaries, he entitled his novel, poignantly, Things
Fall Apart. Liminal time is not safe time. No one really knows what’s
coming next.

On a world scale we are all experiencing liminality. The modern
world with its myth of the progress and triumph of humanity has failed.
Postmodernism (and whether it is really “post” modernism or some form
of hyper-modernism is still up for debate) has replaced modernism’s
story with a story which says “there are no stories” (note the irony of a
story which denies all stories). There is no unifying worldview to provide
a satisfactory explanation for the cosmos.

The church is also in a liminal space. Old theological certainties are
doubted, questioned, and denied. For better or for worse, denominational
and institutional certainties are in the process of crumbling even as we
speak. It is perhaps a sign of the times that this past June Trinity spon-
sored a course on Pentecostalism here on our Ambridge campus. The
next week I taught a course on “Global Anglicanism” at Northern Baptist
Theological Seminary. Denominationalism isn’t what it used to be. What-
ever one may think of postmodernism, the church seems to be experienc-
ing a postdenominational phase – or at least we could say that the
institutional lines among churches are blurring. Our own Anglican
churches are clearly in the midst of crisis as liminality seeks for some
kind of clarity and as boundaries are re-drawn.
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Trinity is also in a liminal state, a state of transition. We are living
with the ambiguity of having the word “Episcopal” on our legal docu-
ments, but not in our popular published material (in much the same way
that another Episcopal seminary, very close to the country’s capital,
seems to be very ambivalent about the word “Protestant” in its name).
We have an “Acting” Dean/President (he may be “acting” but he does it
quite well). Our dear students are perhaps in the most liminal and uncer-
tain state of all of us, coming to study for ministry not knowing to what
kind of church they will belong when they graduate.

And so in the midst of this state of change comes a little theological
journal. If I have a hope for this publication it is not that it will set the
record straight on every issue we face and turn every doubt into a cer-
tainty, but rather that it will provide a little more light than darkness. This
journal will only provide more light than darkness, more help than con-
fusion, if our editors and authors keep in mind that our theological task
is to point to Jesus. Only as we hold up the Lord of the Church who is
also the Lord of the world and of history can we hope to be faithful in our
theological thinking. And so we would ask for your prayers as we begin
this new little publishing venture. (As I reflect on this, perhaps it would
be better if editors of theological journals asked their readers for prayer.)

It is appropriate, then, that the first issue of the Trinity Journal for
Theology & Ministry be presented in honor of a teacher who consistently
pointed to Jesus in his writing, in his lectures, and in his life among us.
Until the academic year we are just about to begin, Les Fairfield had been
the only Professor of Church History that Trinity ever had. His retire-
ment contributed more to our own sense of liminality around the Trinity
campus than perhaps any other event in the last years. But in spite of our
sense of loss at Les’ retirement, we (students, alumni, staff, faculty,
board, supporters) are all simply grateful for the faithful teaching, wise
guidance, and good-natured fellowship which Les provided for so many
years.

The papers presented here are just a token of our gratitude to Les
Fairfield. The wisdom offered in these essays on the past and future of
Anglicanism may not match up to Les’ wisdom and insight, but we do
hope that he will appreciate the love with which they are given.

After a short introductory essay on why we should bother to take the-
ology seriously by Justyn Terry, Trinity’s Associate Professor of System-
atic Theology, the papers presented here in honor of Les Fairfield can be
grouped loosely under two headings: the past, and the future. 
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Three essays take us back to the Reformation roots of Anglicanism.
Ashley Null’s skillful discussion of Thomas Cranmer’s theology is quite
unlike the caricature of Cranmer that is sometimes heard: that his theol-
ogy is out of date because it has a negative view of human sin and an
overly sacrificial view of Christ’s death for sinners (see, for example, the
disparaging remarks about Cranmer’s liturgy in The Book of Alterative
Services of the Anglican Church of Canada1). Null, however, reminds us that
Cranmer’s writings, including but not limited to the Book of Common
Prayer, recognized that the human heart was both “the heart of the
human problem and the heart of all hope for human beings.” Cranmer’s
hope, says Null, is that the our heart would be cleansed by the Spirit, in-
clined toward God, informed by God’s Word, fed by the Lord’s Supper,
and turned from sin and guilt and shame to the God who has loved us in
Jesus Christ.

John Rodgers, Trinity’s once and present Dean/President, focuses
our attention on the beauty and truth of the 39 Articles. As the Anglican
Communion goes forward it is clear that a reassessment of the place of
Articles is called for. Rodgers’ exposition of selected Articles points to
their coherence with scripture as well as to their relevance for both the
past and the present.

In a creative essay which brings together the history of theatre with
Reformation era theology, Mark Stevenson, Executive Director of Trinity’s
extension programs, discusses the different ways in which the plays of
William Shakespeare and reformer John Bale (one of Les Fairfield’s fa-
vorite characters) dealt with the historical figure of the pre-Reformation
king, John Lackland (who reigned from 1199-1216). 

Two essays deal specifically with Anglicanism’s future. Robert Dun-
can, Bishop of Pittsburgh and Trinity’s Second Vice Chairman, graciously
allowed us to publish an address which he gave to the community at
Nashotah House in 2006. Bishop Duncan has been a central figure in
the attempt to salvage a form of Anglicanism which could be recogniza-
ble for the orthodox in North America. He has suffered much for his
stand. His address touches on numerous issues of concern to many who
would identify with this struggle – holiness, accountability, truth – but of
great interest is his observation that any orthodox expression of Anglican-
ism which emerges from the current mess must be mission centered
and attentive to if not oriented from the global south.
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John Karanja’s article continues this theme. Writing as an African
with an intimate knowledge of the Western church (Karanja is a Kenyan
who has spent many years studying in the U.K. and who is now teaching
in the U.S.), he speaks with passion about the need for the Communion
to recognize that the African view of community is also a biblical view,
that mission cannot be conceived of in dualist terms (either evangelism
or social justice) but must be holistic, and that scripture must be central
in the Church’s thinking and action.

Leander Harding helps us to conceive of our ecclesial task as a return
to the biblical narrative. It is no easy task to predict what will happen to
Anglicanism in the coming years, but it will only be by a return to teach-
ing and living within the biblical narrative that our efforts will bear godly
fruit.

The reviews section in this issue includes not only book reviews, but
also a review (by Rod Whitacre) of computer resources for those wishing
to study the scriptures. We hope in future issues to include reviews of
more online resources as well as examples or reviews of poetry, drama,
film, music and art. We will also be including reviews of old books as
well as new ones. It is our great hope that this modest journal will prove
to be a catalyst to the spiritual growth and health of the church for many
years.

The Rev. Dr. Grant LeMarquand, Executive Editor
Academic Dean

Associate Professor of Biblical Studies and Mission
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